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brought into rather close relations with the common people, and, in fact, when 
his money gave out, he worked for a time in a restaurant, and had other oppor- 
tunities for coming into touch with everyday life. He naturally saw, heard, and 
felt many things that are outside the experience of the ordinary traveller, and 
the result is that his book contains much that is new about regions that have not 
yet been written to death. 

Captain Herbert says that maize, wheat, and vineyards now cover the battle- 
field of Plevna, where about 100,000 soldiers sleep their last sleep. The chapters 
on the Gypsies, who are more in evidence in the Balkans than in any other land, 
are very informing. There are about 700,000 of them in the European Orient, 
and at least 250,000 are habitual nomads. The districts reserved for them in 
towns and cities are called mahallahs, which are always composed of dirty hovels 
in narrow, crooked lanes. Constantinople has several mahallahs, with an aggre- 
gate population of 10,000. The largest in Bulgaria, at Sofia, contains 3,000 souls, 
and that at Plevna 2,500. The Gypsy professes ostentatiously the religious 
faith of the country in which he happens to reside or travel, and so the nomadic 
families are likely to change from Islam to Greek Christianity and vice versa 
a dozen times in the year. The Gypsy is considered by Christian, Jew, and 
Mohammedan as an unclean outcast, with the result that he has no social rela- 
tions with other peoples and has remained pure in race. These people have no 
education, but every large band usually has one person who can read and write 
Turkish and acts as professional letter-writer. 

Benares the Sacred City. Sketches of Hindu Life and Religion. 
By E. B. Havell. xiii and 236 pp., and 79 Illustrations. Blackie & Son, 
Ltd., London, 1905. (Price, 12s. bi.) 

The second half of the book is given to a description of Benares and of its 
environment, especially along the banks of the Ganges. The purpose of the 
author is not mere description, but to convey to the reader an adequate concep- 
tion of the religious ideas and beliefs which millions of East Indians associate 
with this city. Benares was the birth-place both of Buddhism and Brahminism, 
and, as the writer says, the imaginative and artistic side of the Indian religions 
can be observed in few places so well as in this sacred city and its neighbourhood. 
For this reason Benares is very prominent in the author's clear and intelligible 
outline of Hindu ideas and religious practices. 

Wirtschaftsgeographie. Mit eingehender Berucksichtigung 

Deutschlands. Von Dr. Christian Gruber. x and 235 pp., 12 

diagrams and 5 maps. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1905. (Price, M. 2.40.) 

This is a practical text-book on economic geography. Its author has taught 

the subject in Munich for nineteen years. It closely connects cause and effect, 

and in this respect is in advance of nearly every other German text-book on the 

subject. An outline of the chapter on Austria-Hungary will give an idea of 

Dr. Gruber's method of treatment. He first considers the influence of the 

empire's geographical position in Europe upon its industrial conditions. Then 

he treats of the influence upon trade exerted by the shape of the empire and by 

the conditions along its boundaries, giving many illustrations, as, for example, 

two rivers, the Elbe and the Danube, both of which cross the frontier, one of 

them providing a cheap freight route between Austria and north Germany and 
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the other between Austria and South Germany. The empire is next studied as 
a land of sharp geographical contrasts, and the influences of these contrasts, 
of mountain and plain, these differences in climate, etc., are indicated. The next 
section deals with the importance of the empire, the adequacy of its communica- 
tions, and the distribution and nature of its commerce ; and, finally, the author 
considers the natural industrial divisions of the country — the Alpine lands (in- 
cluding the eastern Alps and a large part of Austria), the Karst lands (Carniola, 
Croatia, Slavonia, Dalmatia, Herzegovina), the Sudetic lands (Bohemia, Moravia, 
and Austrian Silesia), and the Carpathian lands (Hungary, Galicia, and 
Bukovina), showing the characteristics of production and trade in each of these 
regions. 

About half the book is given to the German empire, the other European states 
also having considerable space, while the rest of the world is rather summarily 
treated. The book does not pretend to deal with all the phases of the subject; 
for example, there is no section devoted to the description of commercial com- 
modities, but as far as it goes it is one of the most suggestive, helpful, and 
interesting text-books yet written in this department of geography. 

Fasciculi Malayenses. Anthropological and Zoological Results 
of an Expedition to Perak and the Siamese Malay States, 
1901-1902. Undertaken by Nelson Annandale and Herbert 
C. Robinson, under the Auspices of the University of Edin- 
burgh and the University of Liverpool, Zoology. Part I. 
Published for the University Press of Liverpool by Longmans, Green and Co., 
3g Paternoster Row, London, New York and Bombay, 1903. 4to, 11. 5, pp. 
1-200, pll. i-x. — Mammals by J. Lewis Bonhote, M.A., F.Z.S. Pp. 1-45, 
pll. i-iv. Batrachians and Reptiles, by G. A. Boulenger, F. R.S. Pp. 127- 
176, pll. v-x. 
Mr. Bonhote's "Report on the Mammals" of this important expedition is a most 
valuable contribution to the Mammalogy of the Malay Peninsula. The collection, as 
worked out by Mr. Bonhote, numbers 64 species, of which 8 are described as new; 
nearly a dozen others, mostly doubtfully identified, are mentioned, on the basis of 
the collectors' field notes. The 64 species represented by specimens include 3 mon- 
keys, 1 lemur, 10 carnivores, 4 insectivores, 16 bats, 11 squirrels, 10 rats, 2 porcu- 
pines, 1 antelope, 4 deer, 1 pig, 1 porpoise, and 1 pangolin. This is a very good 
showing, considering that the collecting of mammals was incidental to the general 
work of the expedition. The collector's field notes on the habits and distribution of 
the species add greatly to the value of the report. In working out the species of 
Mus, Mr. Bonhote found it necessary to examine, as far as possible, all the rats of 
the Oriental region, and he has incorporated the /results in the present paper (pp. 
32-38), for the benefit of future investigators of this difficult genus. He gives a 
synopsis of the species, dividing them into seven groups and three additional sub- 
groups, four of which, for practical purposes, are " of almost generic value, although 
showing no characters of sufficient importance to ' enable them to be generically 
separated." A list of nearly one hundred species, with their places of occurrence, 
follows, and some further distinguishing characters for many of the groups and 
species. The four excellent plates contain colored illustrations of Sciurus robinsoni 
(pi. i), Mus jatorensis and M. griseiventer (pi. ii), the skull of Hystrix grotei (pi. iii), 
and the skulls of five species of Mus and two species of Sciurus (pi. iv). 

Dr. Boulenger's " Report on the Batrachians and Reptiles" includes 16 species 



